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Introduction 


Terracotta, the word stands for baked earth. It is made from natural clay, which gives it a characteristic red- 
dish-brown color. The inexpensive and durable craft form is also widely used in decorative arts. Traces of ter- 
racotta pottery can be found in one of the earliest civilizations of Mohanjodaro, Harrapa, Kausambi, Ma- 
thura and Kashi. Vedic period also displays a significant tradition of pottery and terracotta prevalent at those 
times. This craft of Bastar, which is known for its unique and intricate style, is famous for its elephant and 
horse figures. The craft form is an outcome of various social, religious, and functional needs of the region. 
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History 


The existence of Terracotta can be found in the remains of Indus Valley Civilization. In Bastar, the tradition 
of votive terracotta has its presence since a long time. The tribes of the region have spent ages living in for- 
ests and using natural resources. They worship nature and its various forms like trees, stones, animals, wa- 
ter and fire. These votive clay figures made by the potter community were used as offerings to the Moth- 
er Nature. They also used it to mark the various auspicious and inauspicious occasions like birth ceremony, 
marriages and deaths. Terracotta figures of local Gods were kept at the village periphery to keep away the 
evil spirits. Potters catered to the various social, religious and functional needs of the tribal community. 


Tree symbolizes a sacred space in the tribal culture. Devkot is a sanctified place in the forest, sur- 
rounded by trees. It is a place of worship where votive terracotta figures are offered for the bless- 
ing of the local Gods. These offerings also mark the important occasions of the tribal culture. 


Devgudi is another sacred place for the locals, but in an enclosed space. It is a temple of the village God- 
dess (Mata) and with a hut like structure. Figures of animals like elephants and horses are kept in- 
side. Lamp made of terracotta, which is also called ‘Mata Diya’, is kept inside, and is always kept burning. 


Devkot at Kumharpara, Kondagaon. Devkot at Kumharpara, Kondagaon 
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The word stands for baked earth Bastar, a land of tribals, is the largest district in the state of Chhattisgarh. Endowed with rich minerals deposits 
by and precious stones, it forms the southern part of Chattisgarh. The total forest area of the district is roughly 


7112 sq km, which is more than 75 per cent of the total area. Tribes consist of 31.8% of the total Chattisgarh pop- 
ulation, with 66.3% of concentration in Bastar. The main tribes of Bastar are Gonds, Kamars, Biagas, halbas and 
Bhatras. This region is also famous for some distinctive and equally beautiful craft forms. Edka is small village in 
the Narayanpur tehsil with the majority of Muria tribe (sub tribe of Gonds) living in the area. Surrounded by the 
lush green forests of Narayanpur- Jagdalpur-Gadchiroli range, it is a village of potters. The main source of income 
here is agriculture and pottery. Other main centers of tribal terracotta in Bastar region are Kumharpara, Nagarnar, 
Kondagaon, Narainpur and Kanker. Beside these Dantewada, Tumnas, Bhairamgarh, Sukma, Kukanar, Kokawad, 
Karanpur, Choti lohara, Kandaripani, Sandanpur, Karar, Mitipura, Deori and Dhansera are also known for the same. 
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Devnath of Edka village is one of the legends of Bastar and the reason for the current magnificent form of 
terracotta elephant. Animal figures were always the part of votive terracotta culture, but had a simpler form. 
Devnath learnt the craft at his in-law’s village Baniyagaon. It was at the age of eighteen, when he mastered the 
craft and gave the bastar elephant altogether a new and beautiful form. His source of inspiration was the el- 
ephant of the king of Jagdalpur. He came back to Edka and taught everyone the details of his creation. It be- 
came famous and people started noticing the beautiful form of it. Now many craftsmen make this terracot- 
ta elephant but still no one is able to reach the precision and beauty of Devnath’s elephant. He was honored 
with the National Award in 1977. He is more than ninety years in age and unable to communicate anymore. 
His elder son Bahadur is a potter and has learnt the craft from his father. His nephew Parmu Ram Pandey is a 
craftsman doing pottery since the age of twenty. Apart from animal figures, he also makes planters, matka, surahi 
and new designs. Parmu Ram has traveled to the cities of Bhopal, Delhi, Raipur and Bhilai, showcasing his work. 


Devnath of Edka Village Devnath with son Bahadur 
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Process 


Potters use black and red clay for making terracotta products. The reason behind using black clay is that it is used 
for fashioning pots and figures and has flexibility to assume any form. The clay is collected from riverbanks and lake- 
shores. It is mixed with sand and then kneaded by feet to make it smooth. Then small lumps are made. Votive terra- 
cotta figures are hollow and created with cylinders and pots of various shapes. Potters throw cylindrical form of clay 
lumps on wheel to form the limbs, body, neck and head, and these are then joined together to assume the final form. 
The joining of these parts reveals the mastery of this craft. For joining legs, potters place four legs on the ground 
in the final position with a carefully measured space in between both the pairs. They place the extended jar-shaped 
body on the legs with the bigger opening towards the back. Then by piercing a hole in the body and by putting his 
right hand inside accurately over each leg, they join all the legs. The other parts i.e. neck and head are also joined in 
a similar manner. On completion of this process the work of decoration begins. As a tradition of offering votive el- 
ephant on fulfillment of wish, potters ornate elephant highly with coil decorations covering the whole of their face 
and back. They are further decorated with rows of small bells. On completion, it is kept under the sun for drying. 


Geru or Terra sigillata is a red iron oxide slip prepared from red clay and tree skin. Red clay is dissolved in wa- 
ter and kept in a clay pot (Matka) overnight. Next day, dry skin of a tree is extracted, boiled and mixed with the 
clay solution. The tree skin makes the color more permanent on the terracotta figure. The mixture is then boiled 
again, which makes the solution more viscous. Once the solution is ready, it is diluted with water and then ap- 
plied very thinly on the almost dry unfired ware. It is then slightly burnished with a soft cloth and is allowed to 
dry again to remove the added moisture. Then the clay products are fired to a lower than normal temperature of 
approximately 900 °C. The temperature is controlled by a solution of cowdung and water, which is sprayed con- 
stantly on the burning hay. Higher firing temperatures tend to remove the burnished effect in the clay surface. 
It is the last step of the process. Once ready, it makes its way to the market or to a place of religious significance. 
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Shilpgram 


Shilpgram Sevagram Narayanpur was setup by Chattisgarh Handicrafts Development Board in 1993. The purpose of 
setting it up was to boost the local crafts of the culturally rich region of Narayanpur. It also aimed at rehabilitating 
the locals from the naxal hit zones and give them a source of livelihood. Currently five hundred craftsmen work for 
shilpgram and 41families stay at the campus. Apart from specializing itself in Bamboo craft, it also focuses on wrought 
iron, stonework, terracotta and seeshal craft. The campus runs training programs for the locals. Many craftsmen from 
different states are called to teach the locals. Around 3500 people from Abhujmadh region alone have been trained 
in bamboo craft. The centre has installed new machines like bamboo treatment plant, furnace etc. to help the crafts- 
men. Mr B.K. Sahu is the current officer in charge of Chattisgarh Handicrafts Development Board in Bastar region. 
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Tribal women living in the centre Mr. B.K. Sahu, current officer in charge of Chattisgarh 
Handicrafts Development Board in Bastar region 
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Saathi Samajsevi Santha 


Saathi Samajsevi Sanstha was setup in 1988 with the aim of improving the artisan’s standard of living and 
providing them equal opportunities in the market. Brainchild of Bhupesh Tiwari, Hari Bharadwaj and Bhu- 
pen Banchor, it aimed at revival of the condition of handicraft in Kondagaon region. With their centre at 
Kumharpara, they started collaborating with the potters of the area, understanding their present condi- 
tion and providing them need based help. Saathi Samajsevi Sanstha aims at skill upgradation in products, 
which include good training, improving quality of products and innovation in designs. It also provides fi- 
nancial support to the craftsmen and helps them find a better price of their products in the market. Be- 
sides production, it also works for community develoment in the area by running schools and workshops for 
the locals. Their current presence is in 100-150 villages with ten thousand people associated with the NGO. 
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Local instument ‘Turhi’ 


D’source | 63 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsourc 


Design Resource 


Terracotta Craft of Bastar 
The word stands for baked earth 

by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/terracotta-craft-bas- 
tar/saathi-samajsevi-santha 


1. Introduction 

2. History 

3. Place 

4. People 

5. Process 

6. Products 

7. Shilpgram 

8. Saathi Samajsevi Santha 
9. Video 

10.Contact Details 


Tribal women living in the centre In conversations with Bhupesh Tiwari 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Terracotta Craft of Bastar 
The word stands for baked earth 

by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/terracotta-craft-bas- 
tar/saathi-samajsevi-santha 


1. Introduction 

2. History 

3. Place 

4. People 

5. Process 

6. Products 

7. Shilpgram 

8. Saathi Samajsevi Santha 
9. Video 

10.Contact Details 


Saathi Samajsevi Sanstha 


Saathi Samajsevi Sanstha 


mee PP ae “Sea 
Tree decorated with terracotta masks and elephants 


Bhupesh Tiwari, Co-Founder, Saathi Samajsevi Sanstha 
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